George Petean — Baritone

Recognised worldwide as one of today’s most distinguished Verdi baritones, George Petean
has established an international reputation for his nuanced interpretations, vocal warmth, and
impeccable technique. His performances are marked by emotional depth and stylistic
refinement, especially in the Italian repertoire.

Born on February 23, 1976, in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, George Petean began his musical
training at the Sigismund Toduta Music High School, first as a pianist, then as a trombonist. He
continued his studies in classical singing at the Gheorghe Dima Music Academy, where he was
mentored by Gheorghe Rosu and Marius Budoiu. His artistic path was shaped further through
years of close collaboration with renowned Italian baritone Giorgio Zancanaro, whose influence
is still present in Petean’s performances today.

Petean made his operatic debut in 1997 as Don Giovanni at the Timisoara Opera House. His
international breakthrough came in 2000 with the role of Marcello in La Bohéme at the Teatro
dell'Opera di Roma. In 1999, he was awarded the Grand Prix at the Hariclea Darclée
International Voice Competition in Romania.

From 2002 to 2010, he was a soloist at the Hamburg State Opera, where he built a significant
portion of his repertoire and refined his craft within the German opera system. Since
transitioning to a freelance career, he has appeared on the world’s most prestigious stages: the
Vienna State Opera, Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Zurich Opera, Teatro alla Scala,
Bayerische Staatsoper, Teatro Real Madrid, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Metropolitan Opera New
York, and many more.

He is especially celebrated for his portrayals of Verdi heroes—Simon Boccanegra, Rigoletto,
Germont, Macbeth, Ezio (Attila), Renato (Un ballo in maschera), and Ford (Falstaff). He has
also performed roles in operas by Puccini, Donizetti, Bellini, Rossini, Gounod, Mascagni,
Leoncavallo, Giordano, and Tchaikovsky.

Highlights of his career include singing the title role in Simon Boccanegra under Riccardo Muti
at Teatro dell’'Opera di Roma (2012), and opening the season at Teatro alla Scala twice—in
2018 and 2020—becoming the first Romanian male opera singer to do so. In 2019, he was
awarded the National Order “Pentru Merit” in the rank of “Cavaler” (Knight) by the President of
Romania. In 2020, he was nominated at the International Opera Awards in the category "Best
Male Singer."

Petean’s discography includes Le Duc d’Albe (Dynamic), Luisa Miller (BR-Klassik), L’Amico
Fritz (Deutsche Grammophon), and a number of DVDs such as Il Trovatore (Orange Festival),
Rigoletto (Zurich Opera), Un Ballo in Maschera (with Zubin Mehta), and Andrea Chénier (with
Jonas Kaufmann and Anja Harteros, Unitel).

Beyond his performance schedule, he maintains a strong connection to Romania and often
returns to perform in cities including Cluj, Bucharest, lasi, and Timisoara—where his
professional journey began. Whether on stage or in recording, George Petean remains a voice
of powerful artistry and profound emotional resonance.



